
 

TWO TALENT GIVING                                                                                                                    — MONTY DAFFERN
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I have read Jesus’ parable about the man with five talents, 
two talents, and one talent many times.  It seems I always 
focus on the one with five or the one with a single talent.  
One seems to have it all and does his master’s work.  One 
has been given very little and hides because he is afraid.  I 
realized the other, however, that I am the guy in the middle.  
My life, my income, my gifts and talents— are all in the 
middle of the pack.  And the parable is definitely for me.  
Jesus teaches that I need to make a choice.  What will I do 
with these two talents?  
  
To most of us, God has given only a few talents.  Maybe not 
the ultimate five—maybe not the lowly one.  But enough to 

realize we have a responsibility to take our lives, our talents, 
and our wealth and choose to make a difference in this 
world.  Jesus is pretty good at taking a few things like five 
loaves and two fish and changing the world.  It begins 
because we choose to take these talents, whether they be 
five, two or one and Follow Through. 

Each year we come to you—UC alumni, parents of students, 
and our friends in this shared ministry—to humbly ask for 
you to share your talents and financial gifts with this ministry.  
Will you help us in this ministry?  Together, let’s take our two 
talents and do something wonderful here at the 
UCatOKSTATE and let’s watch God change this campus!

CONSIDER GIVING TO THE UC EITHER THROUGH A ONE-TIME ANNUAL 
GIFT OR A MONTHY AUTO DRAFT GIFT. YOU CAN RETURN YOUR GIFT IN 
THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE OR GIVE ONLINE AT WWW.UCATOKSTATE.ORG.

A CHURCH OF CHRIST MINISTRY TO CAMPUS OSU SINCE 1929.



 

Now is the time I’m needed most. 
I have been put here for a reason. 

I will stand in the gap of 
DEPRESSION. 

I will stand in the gap of 
LONELINESS. 

I will stand in the gap of 
TEMPTATION. 

I will stand in the gap of 
STRESS. 

I will stand in the gap of 
BROKENNESS. 

I will stand in the gap of  
SHAME. 

With my left hand I will  
build up Family. 

With my right hand I will hold onto 
God’s Truth. 

When I hear of trouble, 
I will not run away. 

I will rush toward the need. 
I WILL STAND IN THE GAP. 

Together we will 
FOLLOW THROUGH. 

On Saturday, October 24, Stillwater was forever changed. A 
speeding car crashed into a crowd of innocent bystanders 
watching the OSU Homecoming Parade. This crowd was 
comprised of small children, parents, grandparents, 
international students, and OSU students. Four victims, 15 
critically injured, and 30 minor injuries later, this community 
is still reeling from the chaos it witnessed. I was not there 
personally, but I know around 23 people who cannot forget 
what they saw that day. 

This has been a difficult and emotional time for our students, 
especially the 4 who were a mere 8 feet away from the 
vehicle. However, through this darkness a small light has 
begun to glow. God has raised up our UC family to help 
countless students, community members, and international 
students heal, cope, and process this tragedy. The following 
Sunday night, the UC hosted a candle light prayer vigil on 
campus. It was attended by well over 1500 students. I was 
humbled by the help of other campus ministries, the number 
of those who turned out, and the way people spent time in 
prayer together over our campus. We are #StillwaterStrong. 

From this event, God has propelled the UC into arenas to 
serve that we rarely get to. OSU personally invited us to help 
counsel students on campus. I was asked to speak at 
Gallagher Iba Arena at the Parade Memorial to honor the 
victims, those injured, and the first responders. It has been 
so humbling to watch God work through us in response to 
this horrible event. I have learned that God is not afraid to 
use us, but we are often afraid to step up and lead. May He 
continue to help us heal by leaning on each other as we lean 
on HIM. Thank you for the countless messages, calls, and 
prayers in support of this community and the UCatOKSTATE. 

—MATT MILLS 

#STILLWATERSTRONG
The following was recited aloud by our students 
at Praise Service. It is a verbal commitment to 
help each other, stick together, and finish strong.



 

Catherine Horsley is a junior studying 
Animal Science. She came to OSU 
from Chicago, IL but was originally 
raised in Broken Arrow, OK. Her 
hobbies include intramural sports, 
watching the OKC Thunder, and 
Netflix. Her favorite part about serving 
as a UC intern is being able to see all 
of the Christ-centered bonds that are 
formed. Catherine’s favorite verse is 1 
John 3:1-3. She has been adopted by 
the Harms family through the USA 
adoption. "I love them so much! Just 
knowing they will always be there for 
me is so comforting."

SMALL GROUP BIBLE 
STUDIES SHARE LIFE! 

— MONTY DAFFERN

Imagine the joy you feel when you get the chance to 
finally spend time with close family and friends and you 
can understand the simple joy and strength that is found 
when our students are able to come together each week 
in small group Bible studies, accountability groups and 
prayer groups.  Sharing a common spiritual bond.  
Remembering that the world isn’t always right.  
Celebrating laughter, love, and family that can’t be 
created outside of Jesus. 

Being on a campus surrounded by 23,000 other students 
provides many opportunities for social interaction.  What 
it doesn’t always offer, though, is a chance to gather with 
other Christians.  Students can spend many hours each 
week studying for classes, pursuing degrees and 
networking for their career—but the benefit of being 
together as CHRISTIANS in a small group each week is 
priceless compared to anything on the OSU campus. 

Students at the UC this fall can find life and Christian 
strength in one of many small group studies that meet 
during the week. If students want to go even deeper, the 
UC works with the Celebrate Recovery ministry to 
provide small group studies focused on helping students 
overcome difficult battles, addictions, and past 
experiences.  These groups are wonderful in that they 
provide healing and purpose for students to be able to 
move forward and build stronger Christian lives. 



ELYSE THARP: 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR

Elyse has worked with UC ministry since 2014. 
She graduated from OSU with her Bacherlor's 
degree and is an alumni of OSU and the UC. 
Before coming to the UC ministry, Elyse worked in 
Child Welfare and spent many hours loving on 
children and families going through very difficult 
circumstances.  
  
As our Women’s Ministry Coordinator, Elyse is 
committed to working closely with our female 
interns, keeping our student adoption ministry 
strong and effective, and coordinating our ladies 
retreats such as Fall Delight (a weekend college 
ladies conference here at the UC). She is also 
available to our UC girls for listening, prayer, and 
spiritual guidance.   

The UC is very blessed to have a staff person who 
can closely connect and minister to our college 
girls.  Her role is invaluable in helping make the 
UC that much stronger.  Elyse has been married 
to Derrick for two years. Her interests are painting, 
crafting, being outside, and playing sports. Most 
of all, she has a passion for young women to 
know Jesus and grow in faith.
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